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SECRET STATE 164020 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PEPR, US, YS 

SUBJECT:RECENT EVENTS IN THE YEMENS: TWINAM MISSION 

REF: (A) STATE 131114; (B) STATE 146499; (C) STATE 162188; 

(D) ABU DHABI 1775 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 164020 

1 . ADDRESSEES WILL BY NOW HAVE SEEN REF (C) WHICH PRO- 
VIDES PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF EVENTS IN THE YAR AND 
PDRY. 

2. IN BRIEFING HOST GOVERNMENTS ON U.S. VIEW OF RECENT 
EVENTS IN THE TWO YEMENS AND TWINAM MISSION, YOU SHOULD 
MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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- PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE 
ASSASSINATION OF YAR PRESIDENT AL-GHASHMI AND THE SUB- 
SEQUENT COUP IN PDRY ARE IN OUR VIEW ESSENTIALLY CORRECT; 

- WE HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE RAPIDITY AND UNITY WITH 
WHICH THE YAR HAS MANAGED GOVERNMENTAL SUCCESSION FOLLOWING 
THE AL-GHASHMI ASSASSINATION. WE INTEND TO WORK CLOSELY 

WITH OUR FRIENDS IN THE REGION TO ASSIST THE YAR'S 
EFFORTS TO ENSURE ITS DEVELOPMENT AND SECURITY; 

- THE YAR REMAINS CALM FOLLOWING THE APPOINTMENT OF A 
FOUR MAN RULING COUNCIL DRAWN FROM THE FORMER REGIME 
WITH FORMER SPEAKER OF THE PARLIAMENT ABDAL KARIM AL- 
ARASHI AS CHAIRMAN. AL-ARASHI IS NOT A WELL-KNOWN 
FIGURE BUT AS A MEMBER OF AL-GHASHMI S ENTOURAGE IS 
EXPECTED TO FOLLOW THE FORMER PRESIDENT'S POLICIES OF 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH MODERATE STATES IN THE AREA AND WITH 
THE U.S.; 

- THE SUCCESSFUL COUP IN THE PDRY AGAINST FORMER PRESIDENT 
RUBAY’L ALI WILL PROBABLY RESULT IN EVENCLOSER TI 
BETWEEN THATCOUNTRYANDTHESOVIETUNIONAND AN INTENSI- 
FICATION OF ITS DEDICATION TO MARXIST IDEOLOGY. WE ARE 
NOT PERSUADED THAT THE NEW PDRY GOVERNMENT WILL 
NECESSARILY STEP UP ITS ACTIVITIES AGAINST OTHER STATES 
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IN THE REGION BUT WE ARE FOLLOWING THE EVOLUTION OF 
EVENTS THERE CLOSELY; 

- AT THE TIME OF THE AL-GHASHMI ASSASSINATION, IOSEPH 
TWINAM OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS IN JIDDA EN ROUTE TO 
ADEN TO DISCUSS WITH SOUTH YEMENI OFFICIALS IN AN 
EXPLORATORY AND NON-COMMITTAL MANNER PROBLEMS WHICH 
EXIST BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ON A VARIETY OF ISSUES. 
BECAUSE OF SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS WE INFORMED THE 
SOUTH YEMENI GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE BRITISH. OUR PRO- 
TEC-ING POWER IN ADEN, THAT WE HAD DECIDED NOT TO SEND 
THE TWINAM MISSION TO ADEN AT THIS TIME; 

- WE HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF TWINAM'S PRESENCE IN THE 
AREA INSTRUCTING HIM TO TRAVEL TO SANA, WHERE HE WILL 
MEET WITH NORTH YEMENI LEADERS JUNE 27-28. HE WILL BE 
CARRYING WITH HIM A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
REPUBLICAN COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AL-ARASHI; 

- EVEN BEFORE THE NEW YAR GOVERNMENT WAS ANNOUNCED, 
SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE SENT A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE AND 
SUPPORT TO YAR FOREIGN MINISTER AL-ASNAJ. 
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3. FOR MUSCAT AND CAIRO: YOU SHOULD INFORM HOST 
GOVERNMENTS OF FOREGOING STRESSING RE-DIRECTION OF TWINAM 
MISSION AS IMPORTANT EVIDENCE OF OUR DETERMINATION TO 
PROVIDE TIMELY, APPROPRIATE SUPPORT FOR THE NEW YAR 
GOVERNMENT. YOU SHOULD ADD THAT WE WILL BE CONSULTING 
WITH THEM CLOSELY ON THE BASIS OF TWINAM'S REPORT FOLLOW- 
ING HIS SANA VISIT. 

4. FOR LONDON: WE HAVE JUST SEEN LONDON 10221 . FORE- 
GOING IS FYI ONLY. WE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH GUIDANCE 
VIA SEPTEL FOLLOWING REPORT OF TWINAM'S MISSION FROM 
SANA AND SUBSEQUENT CONSULTATIONS IN JIDDA. 
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5. FOR INFO ADDRESSEES EXCEPT SANA AND JIDDA: YOU SHOULD 
SHARE FOREGOING WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS AT YOUR DISCRETION. 

6. FOR SANA AND JIDDA: ABOVE IS FYI ONLY. VANCE 
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PAGE 01 STATE 164020 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /011R 
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P 080545Z JUL 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

INFO AMEMBASSY DJIBOUTI PRIORITY 1340 

SECRET STATE 164020 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 164020 ACTION MUSCAT AND CAIRO 
INFO LONDON, JIDDA, SANA, KUWAIT, ABU DHABI, MANAMA, DOHA, 
MOGADISCIO, BAGHDAD, PARIS, TEHRAN, AND TEL AVIV DATED 
JUNE 28, 1978. 
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QUOTE: SECRET STATE 164020 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: PDIP, PEPR, US, YS 

SUBJECT:RECENT EVENTS IN THE YEMENS: TWINAM MISSION 

REF: (A) STATE 131114; (B) STATE 146499; (C) STATE 162188; 

(D) ABU DHABI 1775 

1 . ADDRESSEES WILL BY NOW HAVE SEEN REF (C) WHICH PRO- 
VIDES PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF EVENTS IN THE YAR AND 
PDRY. 

2. IN BRIEFING HOST GOVERNMENTS ON U.S. VIEW OF RECENT 
EVENTS IN THE TWO YEMENS AND TWINAM MISSION, YOU SHOULD 
MAKE FOLLOWING POINTS: 
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- PRESS ACCOUNTS OF THE CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING THE 
ASSASSINATION OF YAR PRESIDENT AL-GHASHMI AND THE SUB- 
SEQUENT COUP IN PDRY ARE IN OUR VIEW ESSENTIALLY CORRECT; 

- WE HAVE BEEN IMPRESSED WITH THE RAPIDITY AND UNITY WITH 
WHICH THE YAR HAS MANAGED GOVERNMENTAL SUCCESSION FOLLOWING 
THE AL-GHASHMI ASSASSINATION. WE INTEND TO WORK CLOSELY 

WITH OUR FRIENDS IN THE REGION TO ASSIST THE YAR'S 
EFFORTS TO ENSURE ITS DEVELOPMENT AND SECURITY; 

- THE YAR REMAINS CALM FOLLOWING THE APPOINTMENT OF A 
FOUR MAN RULING COUNCIL DRAWN FROM THE FORMER REGIME 
WITH FORMER SPEAKER OF THE PARLIAMENT ABDAL KARIM AL- 
ARASHI AS CHAIRMAN. AL-ARASHI IS NOT A WELL-KNOWN 
FIGURE BUT AS A MEMBER OF AL-GHASHMI’S ENTOURAGE IS 
EXPECTED TO FOLLOW THE FORMER PRESIDENT'S POLICIES OF 
GOOD RELATIONS WITH MODERATE STATES IN THE AREA AND WITH 
THE U.S.; 

- THE SUCCESSFUL COUP IN THE PDRY AGAINST FORMER PRESIDENT 
RUBAY’L ALI WILL PROBABLY RESULT IN EVENCLOSER TI 
BETWEEN THATCOUNTRYANDTHESOVIETUNIONAND AN INTENSI- 
FICATION OF ITS DEDICATION TO MARXIST IDEOLOGY. WE ARE 
NOT PERSUADED THAT THE NEW PDRY GOVERNMENT WILL 
NECESSARILY STEP UP ITS ACTIVITIES AGAINST OTHER STATES 

IN THE REGION BUT WE ARE FOLLOWING THE EVOLUTION OF 
EVENTS THERE CLOSELY; 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


- AT THE TIME OF THE AL-GHASHMI ASSASSINATION, JOSEPH 
TWINAM OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT WAS IN JIDDA EN ROUTE TO 
ADEN TO DISCUSS WITH SOUTH YEMENI OFFICIALS IN AN 
EXPLORATORY AND NON-COMMITTAL MANNER PROBLEMS WHICH 
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EXIST BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS ON A VARIETY OF ISSUES. 
BECAUSE OF SUBSEQUENT DEVELOPMENTS WE INFORMED THE 
SOUTH YEMENI GOVERNMENT THROUGH THE BRITISH, OUR PRO- 
TEC-ING POWER IN ADEN, THAT WE HAD DECIDED NOT TO SEND 
THE TWINAM MISSION TO ADEN AT THIS TIME; 

- WE HAVE TAKEN ADVANTAGE OF TWINAM'S PRESENCE IN THE 
AREA INSTRUCTING HIM TO TRAVEL TO SANA, WHERE HE WILL 
MEET WITH NORTH YEMENI LEADERS JUNE 27-28. HE WILL BE 
CARRYING WITH HIM A MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT CARTER TO 
REPUBLICAN COUNCIL CHAIRMAN AL-ARASHI; 

- EVEN BEFORE THE NEW YAR GOVERNMENT WAS ANNOUNCED, 
SECRETARY OF STATE VANCE SENT A MESSAGE OF CONDOLENCE AND 
SUPPORT TO YAR FOREIGN MINISTER AL-ASNAJ. 

3. FOR MUSCAT AND CAIRO: YOU SHOULD INFORM HOST 
GOVERNMENTS OF FOREGOING STRESSING RE-DIRECTION OF TWINAM 
MISSION AS IMPORTANT EVIDENCE OF OUR DETERMINATION TO 
PROVIDE TIMELY, APPROPRIATE SUPPORT FOR THE NEW YAR 
GOVERNMENT. YOU SHOULD ADD THAT WE WILL BE CONSULTING 
WITH THEM CLOSELY ON THE BASIS OF TWINAM'S REPORT FOLLOW- 
ING HIS SANA VISIT. 

4. FOR LONDON: WE HAVE JUST SEEN LONDON 10221 . FORE- 
GOING IS FYI ONLY. WE WILL PROVIDE YOU WITH GUIDANCE 
VIA SEPTEL FOLLOWING REPORT OF TWINAM'S MISSION FROM 
SANA AND SUBSEQUENT CONSULTATIONS IN JIDDA. 

5. FOR INFO ADDRESSEES EXCEPT SANA AND JIDDA: YOU SHOULD 
SHARE FOREGOING WITH HOST GOVERNMENTS AT YOUR DISCRETION. 

6. FOR SANA AND JIDDA: ABOVE IS FYI ONLY. VANCE 
UNQUOTE VANCE 

SECRET 


NNN 
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